
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orthodox Church in America (OCA), Diocese of the Midwest 
We are a diverse and growing Orthodox Christian community of Central Ohio, 

bearing witness to the Faith through love, service, and commitment to our 
neighborhood and area college students. 

2219 Summit Street ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ PO Box 14932  
Columbus, OH  43201 ​ ​ ​   ​ Columbus, OH  43214 
www.stgregs.info ​  

Parish rector:   
Fr. Stephen Frase                ​ ​ 614-572-3942​ ​ frstephenfrase@yahoo.com 

Attached clergy:​ ​  
Deacon Paul Mitchell       ​ ​ 330-647-3708 ​​  
Deacon Joseph Shaluha    ​ ​ 732-841-8831​ 
Deacon Sampson Nash​ ​ 614-264-2874 
Seminarian intern: 
Deacon Joseph Goshorn-Maroney​ 360-201-6900 

 

 
August 2nd, 2026 

 
Blessed Basil of Moscow, Fool-for-Christ (†1552) 

 

 

Also, commemorated this day:  

Translation of the Relics of the Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to 
Constantinople (ca. 428), and the finding of the Relics of the Righteous Νikόdēmos, Gamaliel, and 

Abibas (ca. 428). Holy Fool Basil of Kamen (15th c.). Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, and 
those with him (257). 
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Upcoming Schedule and Announcements                         

 
Saturday, 8/1​  ​ Beginning of the Dormition Fast 
   8:30 AM​ Young adult (18+) hike 

   6:00 PM ​ Great Vespers 
 
Sunday,  8/2​  
   9:10 AM​ 3rd and 6th Hours of Prayer 

   9:30 AM​ Divine Liturgy followed by post-Communion prayers and coffee social 
 
Wednesday, 8/5 

   6:00 PM ​ Great Vespers followed by the blessing of fruit 
 
Thursday, 8/6​ Great Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ 
   9:10 AM​ 3rd and 6th Hours of Prayer 

   9:30 AM​ Divine Liturgy followed by the blessing of fruit, post-Communion prayers, and 
Lenten-style potluck  

 
Saturday, 8/8​  

 6:00 PM ​ Great Vespers 
 
Sunday, 8/9​ Commemoration of the Glorification of St. Herman of Alaska 
   9:10 AM​ 3rd and 6th Hours of Prayer 

   9:30 AM​ Divine Liturgy followed by post-Communion prayers and coffee social  
 
Monday, 8/10​​  

   6:00 PM ​ Paraklesis service 
 
Friday, 8/14​ ​  

   6:00 PM ​ Great Vespers followed by the blessing flowers, seeds, and fragrant herbage 
 
Saturday, 8/15​ Great Feast of the Falling Asleep (Dormition) of the Most Holy Theotokos and 

Ever-Virgin Mary 
   8:00 AM​ Baptism of Danny Jafa 

   9:10 AM​ 3rd and 6th Hours of Prayer (if time permits) 
   9:30 AM​ Divine Liturgy followed by blessing of fragrant herbage, post-Communion prayers, 

and potluck  

   6:00 PM ​ Great Vespers 
 
Sunday,  8/16​  
   9:10 AM​ 3rd and 6th Hours of Prayer 

   9:30 AM​ Divine Liturgy followed by post-Communion prayers and coffee social 
 



 
Streaming services: The majority of services are streamed on YouTube.   

To access the changeable Hymns and Scripture readings, please click here. 

The Monthly Ministry Rotations can be found here. 

The sign up sheet to volunteer with the Outreach Program can be found here. 

Policies, Procedures, and Parish Life can be found here. 

Orthodoxy 101 schedule is found here. The schedule for the summer is now available.  
 

You may be right in all your opinions. And yet, you may not be a Christian. For Christianity is not a matter 
of opinions. But of life and of union with Christ. 

St. Theophan the Recluse (†1894) 
 

New Announcements 
 

All-Parish Birthday Party!  As a way to help members of St. Gregory’s get to know each other better, we 
will have our All-Parish Birthday Party after Liturgy on Sunday, August 16.  This will provide an 
opportunity for us to speak with different people. Anyone wanting to bake a cake for a particular month can 
sign up with the following SignUpGenius link found here. During the party, parish members will sit at a 
table designated for the month of their birthday. Please plan to participate in this fun parish event and meet 
more members of our parish! 
 
Retrieve Loaned Items from St. Leo’s after Liturgy: If you generously loaned items to help us 
prepare St. Leo’s for Dn. Joseph and his family, there will be an opportunity to retrieve them from the house 
during coffee hour this Sunday, Aug. 2. Contact Margaret Cooper with questions or for alternate times to 
retrieve items. Thank you for helping us make St. Leo’s a hospitable place for the Goshorn-Maroneys during 
the internship. 
 
August Book Club: The book club is reading Man’s Search for Meaning by author Viktor Frankl. The 
Jewish psychotherapist combines in this book a memoir of his time in a Nazi concentration camp and a 
description of his theory of “logotherapy.” Described by the Library of Congress as one of the 10 most 
influential books of the 20th Century, the book details the struggle to find life's meaning in the most 
harrowing of circumstances. 

Print copies of the book will be at our bookstore and library. It is also widely available as an e-book and 
audiobook. We plan to discuss this book on Thursday, August 27th at 6pm in St. Gregory’s Upper Room. All 
are welcome! Please contact Bob Ambrose or Mary Conroy for more information. 

 
Ongoing Announcements 

 

Please return upper-room kitchen towels: If you have taken towels home to wash, thank you for 
doing so; however, we are now running low. Please return them, cleaned, as soon as possible! 
 
Help needed moving furniture for carpet cleaning: The carpet in the upper room will be 
professionally cleaned on Monday, Aug. 3.  ALL items need to be removed from the carpet in advance. 
Please consider helping at the end of coffee hour on Sunday, Aug. 2 to help move tables, chairs, children's 
toys, etc. The more hands, the faster the work goes. Thank you! Additional help will be needed moving 
everything back before/after Vespers for the Transfiguration on Aug. 5. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JD-JKIBHPfBdXET2KI5BMLvm11jBJyi2?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GYdRYRxLDYnQGNyF2HLQqNFZgJqGeRSZ29ZAG60EHxY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ppprK5maXqf-U4Dh6WquvS1_mJfCcyGCrR3QAQo_Qh8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpgzOftXNOaxr1XZZ7TP4Ldx5yceDAYl_IFb0wuCtQo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GTjxJYq7nLHgt6osIKlQhcCO93erbKorIR2MjEqUucI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040848AAA82CA2FE3-64958732-allparish


 
Current ongoing needs for individuals and families to serve the parish: 
 

●​ Readers for Epistles and the Hours of Prayer. Contact Zach Cain (zachary_cn@yahoo.com) 
and/or Kathy Johnson (kmjmba3@gmail.com) to receive training and be added to the rotation. 
 

●​ Coffee hour hosts to prepare (simple) food, monitor the line, and clean up once every two months. 
Contact Mat. Marsha Mitchell or Nicole Henkel 
 

●​ People to mow St. Leo’s lawn (mower, weed whacker, and training provided). Contact Mark 
Dravillas (mcdravillas@gmail.com) 
 

●​ Outreach leaders (5+) to oversee the opening/closing of the annex and serving of the meal once a 
month. Contact Debbie Seeds (debbieseeds9@gmail.com) 
 

●​ Outreach volunteer coordinator to oversee the Google sign-up, ensure volunteer coverage, and be a 
point of contact for volunteers. Contact Debbie Seeds 
 

We are praying for: 

Blessed Repose: For the Newly-Departed Carol, Patricia, Paul, Tessa, Noah; for those martyred for the 
Faith, and victims of violence.  

For the Health and Well Being:   

●​ The newborn child Liza Anne (Mayberry) and her parents Kristen & Michael; the newborn child Ella 
Nicole (McVeigh) and her parents Alyssa & Billy. 

●​ The ill, infirm, and suffering: Archpriest Theodore, Archpriest Nikolai, Archpriest Andrew, Priest John; 
Wesley; Symeon; Katie, Elizabeth, and Laura; Elaine, Subdeacon John (Fedorko), Maria-Brittany; 
Maelyn, Evelyn; Juliette and Austen; Brian, Tia and Lexi, Karl, Gail; Evelyn, Theodore, Alexandre, 
Natalya, Eva, Katerina, Lubov; John; Momen and Ella; Carla, Truant, Amy, Matt, Marg, and Andrea; 
Caleb, Joanne, Chris, Joseph, John, Jeffrey, Joshua, Becky, Saradawn, Emily, Steve, Lakeitha, Zaineb, 
Kathy, Nina, Albert, Nabil, John, Ron and Diane, Cathy, Carol, Mary, Elaine, Elaine-Natalie, Michael, 
Betty, Nadine, Elanor, Ben, Karen 

●​ Those families who are with child: Justina & Daniel, Barbara & Zachary, Elizabeth & Charlie, Marina & 
Mark, Natalie & Andrew, Alexandra & John, and Annelise & Symeon 

●​ Those who are preparing for Holy Matrimony: Sofia & Anri 
●​ Catechumens of our parish (Vicki, Hannah, Issac, Alexis, Junia, Jinessa, Joseph, Ryan, Isaac, Xavier, 

Lucelia, Brittany, Elizabeth, Daniel, Margaret, Brian, Dominic, Haily, and Nico; Angela, Adam, and 
Nicholas) 

* All names listed above are remembered in the prayers offered before the start of the Divine Liturgy. 

Many Years to: Andrew Elliott (8/2), Nina Frase (8/2), Joseph Mann (8/3), Becky McVeigh (8/4), Amalie 
Bongini (8/4), Jonnathan Cucaita (8/5), and Simon Cooper (8/6) celebrating their birthdays; and Dn. 
Sampson & Mat. Sarah Nash (8/3) celebrating their anniversary this week! 

            * Please inform Kaiti Curtin (kaitlincurtin@gmail.com) of missing birthdays / anniversaries or incorrect dates.  Thank you. 
 

Commemorated on Sunday, 8/2: Excerpted from The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) website 

Saint Basil the Blessed, Wonderworker of Moscow, was born in December 1468 on the portico of the Elokhov 
church in honor of the Vladimir Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos outside Moscow. His parents were commoners 
and sent their son to be trained as a cobbler. 
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During Basil’s apprenticeship, the master happened to witness a remarkable occurrence, which showed him that 
his student was no ordinary man. A certain merchant had brought grain to Moscow on a barge and then went to 
order boots, specifying that they be made in a particular way, since he would not pick them up for a year. Blessed 
Basil wept and said, “I wish you would cancel the order, since you will never wear them.” 

When the perplexed master questioned his apprentice he explained that the man would not wear the boots, for he 
would soon die. After several days the prediction came true. 

When he was sixteen, the saint arrived in Moscow and began the difficult exploit of foolishness for Christ. In the 
burning summer heat and in the winter’s harsh frost, he walked about barefoot through the streets of Moscow. His 
actions were strange: here he would upset a stand with kalachi, and there he would spill a jug with kvas. Angry 
merchants throttled the blessed one, but he endured the beatings with joy and he thanked God for them. Then it 
was discovered that the kalachi were poorly cooked, and the kvas was badly prepared. The reputation of Saint 
Basil quickly grew, and people saw him as a holy fool, a man of God, and a denouncer of wrong. 

A certain merchant wanted to build a stone church on Pokrovna in Moscow, but its arches collapsed three times. 
The merchant turned to the saint for advice, and he pointed him toward Kiev. “Find there John the Cripple,” he 
said. “He will advise you how to construct the church.” 

Traveling to Kiev, the merchant sought out John, who sat in a poor hut and rocked an empty cradle. “Whom do 
you rock?” asked the merchant. “I weep for my beloved mother, who was made poor by my birth and 
upbringing.” Only then did the merchant remember his own mother, whom he had thrown out of the house. Then 
it became clear to him why he was not able to build the church. Returning to Moscow, he brought his mother 
home, begged her forgiveness, and built the church. 

Preaching mercy, the blessed one helped those who were ashamed to ask for alms, but who were more in need of 
help than others. Once, he gave away a rich imperial present to a foreign merchant who was left without anything 
at all. Although the man had eaten nothing for three days, he was not able to beg for food, since he wore fine 
clothing. 

The saint harshly condemned those who gave alms for selfish reasons, not out of compassion for the poor and 
destitute, but hoping for an easy way to attract God’s blessings upon their affairs. Once, the saint saw a devil in 
the guise of a beggar. He sat at the gates of the All-Pure Virgin’s church, and he gave speedy help in their affairs 
to everyone who gave alms. The saint exposed the wicked trick and drove the devil away. 

For the salvation of his neighbor, Saint Basil also visited the taverns, where he tried to see a grain of goodness, 
even in people very much gone to ruin, and to strengthen and encourage them by kindness. Many observed that 
when the saint passed by a house in which they made merry and drank, he wept and clutched the corners of that 
house. They inquired of the fool what this meant, and he answered: “Angels stand in sorrow at the house and are 
distressed by the sins of the people, but I entreat them with tears to pray to the Lord for the conversion of 
sinners.” 

Purified by great deeds and by the prayer of his soul, the saint was also given the gift of foreseeing the future. In 
1547 he predicted the great fire of Moscow; through prayer he extinguished a fire at Novgorod; and once he 
reproached Tsar Ivan the Terrible, because during the divine services he was preoccupied with thoughts of 
building a palace on the Vorobiev hills. 

Saint Basil died on August 2, 1557. Saint Macarius, Metropolitan of Moscow served the saint’s funeral with many 
clergy. His body was buried in the cemetery of Trinity church, where in 1554, the Protection cathedral was built 
in memory of the conquest of Kazan. His Holiness Patriarch Job glorified Saint Basil the Blessed at a Council on 
August 2, 1588. 

In an early icon, Saint Basil is portrayed as old, with white hair curling at the ears, and a short, curly white beard. 
He is completely naked, and holds a handkerchief in his hand. The veneration of Saint Basil the Blessed was 
always so strong that the Trinity temple and the attached Protection church were renamed for him [the famous 
Saint Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow]. 

The saint’s chains are preserved at the Moscow Spiritual Academy.​ ​ ​ ​  
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